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One of the historiographical points made in my lecture on 
analysis at the August 1974 Workshop was not taken up in the 
discussion, and I left it out of the written version (HM 2, 475- 
488). Finding it nowhere else in the Proceedings, I would like 
to make it here. 
In 1970 Brush made the fair comment that “anyone who examines 
the recent contents of the major periodicals devoted to the 
history of science in general might well infer that the history 
of science does not include the history of mathematics” [Brush 
1970, 115-1161. Although this journal and the workship show 
some increase in interest in the history of mathematics since 
then, the basic point is still valid enough for Voss to echo his 
preface to the Proceedings (HM 2, 425). I would certainly endorse 
it from my experience of editing Annals of Science, a journal 
devoted to the history of all the sciences; indeed, it is a 
matter of concern to my editorial board in our efforts to achieve 
some sort of balance between the histories of the different 
sciences. 
Undoubtedly historians of science are to some extent to blame 
for this state of affairs; like the rest of the human race, they 
seem to be terrified by substantial amounts of symbolism. (However, 
the History of Science Society has managed to have a session on 
the history of mathematics at its annual meeting in recent years.) 
But a major factor in the comparative primitivity of the history 
of mathematics is the anti-historical attitude often conveyed by 
mathematicians in their research and teaching (as Jones notes, 
HIY 2, 472). This is not the place for an extended discussion of 
such a state of affairs, but other manifestations of it are easy to 
detect; for example, the disaffection of students after exposure 
to lectures in mathematics, and the incredible belief that school 
syllabi based on (late 19th-century) set theory and abstract 
algebra constitute 'new mathematics’. 
Some recently available data add quantitative flesh to these 
impressions. The recent report by the Committee on Undergraduate 
Education of the History of Science Society [Sharlin 1975, 52-561 
makes little mention of mathematics, and its (somewhat patchy) 
list of 123 items of resource materials on curricula in various 
countries mentions only 6 courses on the history of mathematics. 
Again, the current report to the British Society of the History 
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of Science on theses in progress in the United Kingdom [Fisher 
19751 shows only 14 theses on the history of mathematics out of 
414 listed (I have omitted from both these figures three theses 
that I am sure are not historical). By comparison, there are 
also 14 for earthsciences (a smaller area than mathematics), 15 
for astronomy, 23 for chemistry, 27 for physics, 31 for life 
sciences, 49 on education and institutions in science, 53 for 
medicine and health, 59 for technology and engineering, and 168 
(sic!) on social aspects of science. (Theses which significantly 
straddle two subject areas have been counted twice here, and I 
have omitted a few other subjects which the total includes.) The 
pattern in the previous report [Fisher 19741 was broadly similar. 
These reports succeed a survey of doctoral theses on the history 
of science taken between 1945 and 1974 [Fisher and Brock 19751, 
where 15 out of 207 theses concern the history of mathematics. 
I would not draw any firm conclusions from these few figures 
Perhaps someone of statistical inclination can be persuaded to 
carry out a comparative examination of the states of development 
of historical research and education in the different siences. T 
am sure that it would confirm the indications already available, 
to which I alluded in my lecture on analysis--that, while all 
parts of the history of science are still in early progress and 
reveal substantial gaps in our knowledge, the history of mathe- 
matics is far behind the histories of the other sciences, quanti- 
tatively and qualitatively. Thus, in addition to ‘internal’ 
worries about fissions, fusions, and centers of this and that, 
those interested in the history of mathematics should read and 
learn from historical work in the other sciences. Browse among 
the general history of science journals, and also those devoted 
to specific sciences (among which Ambix, Technology and culture 
and Historical studies in the physical sciences sometimes relate 
to mathematics and are especially thrusting). Like me, you will 
probably not understand the technical details, but at least you 
can obtain some impression of the types of historical questions 
that are being asked. For example, as May mentions [HM 2, 4511 
and Birkhoff underlines [HM 2, 4371, virtually no work is done on 
the educational and social aspects of the history of mathematics, 
whereas such questions are well-established in the other sciences 
(sometimes, it is true, to an absurd degree of antiquarianism). 
It is perhaps symptomatic that a useful recent paper on the 
teaching of geometry in the 19th century [Brock 19751 was written 
by an historian of chemistry. 
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C, S, PEIRCE NATIONAL MONUMENT 
Congressional action to establish Arisbe, the Peirce home- 
stead in Milford, Pennsylvania, already owned by the National 
Park Service, as a Peirce Center and Memorial Museum. (Details 
of the plans for renovation, construction, and operation, and 
of the campaign for action, appear in The Charles S. Peirce Newsletter 
(PO Box 4530, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas 79409) for 
April 1976. Readers and organisations are asked to write letters 
and resolutions of support to the Congressman who is initiating 
the legislation: Hon. J. M. McDade, 2202 Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 
NEWS ITEM 
Stephen M. Stigler, Professor of Statistics at the University 
of Wisconsin, has been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for 1976 
for "Studies in the history of mathematical statistics". 
